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By Mark Presling

On the 9th September 2009 | accompanied a
group of secondary students from Noosa District
State High School to London, England where we
met up with three students and their supervising
teacher from Winnipeg, Canada. The following
day, six of the seven students in our group took
part in the World Championships of the Formula
One in S5chools Technology Challenge as one of
six collaboration teams. Over three days our little
group experienced a full range of emotions from
utter despair to back slapping euphoria. This
essay is about the journey to London and what
we experienced when we got there. The title may
seem a little odd but | hope its meaning becomes
clear along the way.

| have been involved in the F1 in Schools
program, run by Re-Engineering Australia
Foundation (REA) since 2004 and along the way
| have coached many teams with first success
coming in 2005, Since then Noosa District State
High School has won in both Pro Junior and Pro
Senior categories at State level every year and
we have placed second nationally every year up
to 2008. One team, “The Bullets", came second
twice and | encouraged them to have one more
go last year.

The plan to win the 2008 National F1 in Schools
competition was simple. Shock and Awe tactics
were required. The new car design was

radical and beautiful.
It had sexy lines
and a unigue

The AC Race
car complete
with Lewis
Hamilton's
signature!

raised front wing manufactured from a composite
material which proved to be indestructible. The
team members uniform was a white replica F1
style race suit with blue kart racing shoes at

%300 a pair. The blue and white colour scheme
ran right through their whele competition
presentation. Dean, the manufacturing engineer
even learned how to program a $100,000 Haas
CNC milling machine to manufacture the wheels
for the car!

The 2008 National Final was held in Canberra
and the awards ceremony at Parliament House,
Imagine the emotional roller coaster when the
car they had spent so long preparing broke

the world record but shortly after not one but
three other teams smashed the world record
and posted sub one second times. Now at this
point we could all see our first place ambition
slip away, and although nothing was said, | could
tell that the four boys were considering even a
second place was out of the question. But guess
what, second place again, third year in a row!
Emotionally, we were all drained and having
difficulty coming to terms with the result but
grateful for just making the podium.

Shortly after the awards were presented, as the
boys were shuffling about packing up their gear,
Paul Bray, General Manager for REA and F1 in
Schools made us an offer to form a collaboration
team with at that time, an unnamed team from
(possibly) Canada. | agreed to consider it on
behalf of the team and on the first
Monday of my Christmas holiday |
took a call from Paul at REA. He had
arranged for us to hook up with

a Canadian
team but
we

fund all our
own costs. The
winners each year from REA's F1 in
Schools National Final are presented with all
expenses paid trip to contest the World
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